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By BILL EGBERT
and DAVE GOLDINER
News Staff Writers > -
DHK stubborn Atlantic City
widow celebrated a million-
dollar win over Donald Trump
sterday.
erera C%king, a seventysome-
thing homeowner, beat The
Donald in court when a judge
tossed out the city’s plan to
seize her house for a mammoth
plan to expand the Trump Pla-
tel and Casino.

Za’I]:Ir?Jmp now will have to talk
turkey with Coking if he wants
her dilapidated shorefront
bungalow — and she’s asking
for $1.2 million. s

“Location, location, location,
Coking crowed yesterday. “I got
there before he did.” ;

Coking’s attorney Glen Zeitz
also had a succinct message
for the multi-millionaire
builder: I told him there
would be three women in his
life whose names he’d never
forget — Ivana, Marla and
Vera.”

In a landmark ruling, Sup_e—
rior Court Judge Richard Wil-
liams said the seizure amount-
ed to a bald-faced land grab by
the megadeveloper.

The owners of a jewelry

Goliath victory.

The judge noted that public
agencies can seize private
land for some public uses,
such as bridges, tunnels or
schools.

DAVID BEATS GOLIATH: Vera Coking displays the victory sign yesterda
can't use eminent domain to take her Atlantic City land.

AP
y after court rules Donald Trump

Helping Marla’s ex make big
dough on a new casino just
doesn’t cut it, Williams said.
“What has occurred here is
analogous to giving Trump a
blank check,” the judge wrote.
Trump could not be
reached. A spokeswoman said
the decision “‘probably will be
appealed.”
“I's not a major setback,”
she said.
Still, the win was sweet for

f
jewelry store owner Jose
JBea"lvlin aynd Clare and Vincent
Sabatini, who’ve run their
Italian restaurant at the cor-
ner ofPaciﬁc3/;ve. and Colum-

i ce for 33 years.
blﬁ’lr"}iiy had no business tak-
ing our little restaurant
away,” said Viqcen&Sabatlm.
“It just wasn’t right.”

The four seemed in way
over their heads in 1994 when
the state Casino Remyestmqnt
Development Authority degd-
ed to condemn the properties.

Trump wanted the land to
expand his Trump Plaza Hotel
and Casino. He said the land
would be used for a park, a
parking lot and a limousine
waiting area that would add
green space, provide Jo_bs and
relieve traffic congestion on
the city’s casino strip.

The city backed the plan.

But the property owners
said there was nothing in the
deal to prevent Trump from
converting the green park
space to yards of green felt
blackjack tables.

The four enlisted the help of
the Institute of JustieeTorom
profit Washington-based law
firm that goes to bat for individ-
uals fighting property battles.

Garry Trudeau, who last year

strips ridiculing Trump.

After their big win yester-
day, the Sabatinis said they
hold no grudge against Trump,
who once ordered soup from
their restaurant when he was
feeling under the weather a
few years ago.

With the threat of condem-
nation lifted, they believe they
could reach a deal with
Trump over a bottle of Orvieto
and a plate of their veal Fran-
cese.

“He’s more than welcome to
come in,” Clare Sabatini said.
“We’d love to have him.”

By CHRISENA COLEMAN
Daily News Staff Writer

Five African-American sol-
diers who volunteered to
fight with white soldiers in
the front lines during World
War II will at last be recog-
nized for their bravery and
sacrifice,

The five — who were re-
warded for their heroism by
being immediately returned
{0 segregated units — will re-
¢eive Bronze Stars Thursday
in Washington during a cere-
mony Lo mark the 50th anni-
Yersary of President Harry

Tuman's order to desegre-

¢ the military,
© Ve include Vincent
£ of the Bronx, who

remembers his days as a
member of the Army with a
mix of bitterness and pride.

“It will not add to my pleas-
ure or displeasure,” Mal-
veaux said yesterday.

“Iam just glad the public is
being made aware of this,”

He said he hopes the recog-
nition will bring the contri-
bution of the black troops to
America’s attention.

“We were put in and out of
those units so quickly that no-
body knew we were there or
involved in the battle,” he
said. 2

The five veterans are the
first to be cited.

Ti!ey represent the 2,221
Al‘rlcnn-Americans who

o

stepped up when their coun-
try called and took a danger-
ous combat assignment in
December 1944: Filling in for
white troops killed in the
Battle of the Bulge.

The black soldiers were re-
cruited from their segregated
units on orders of Gen.
Dwight Eisenhower, who
needed to fill the depleted
ranks of all-white units to
continue the Army’s push
through Hitler's Europe,

When the war in Europe
ended in May 1945, the Afri-
can-American soldiers who
accepted the combat posts
Were immediately sent home
to the U.S. and back to their
all-black units, Many did not
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Belated medals for five black heroes

have their combat service
noted in their military rec-
ord.

“During the war we were
told that we would serve in
integrated units ... but that
wasn’t the case,” said J.C.
Wade of Irving, Tex., one of
the five being honored.

Wade, 73, said many were
hurt to see how auickly the
Army discarded them.

“Many of the soldiers said
they would rather be shot
than go back to their units,”
Wade recalled.

“There were all kinds of
protests about it, but at that
time, there wasn’t much we
could do.” :

Wade, who founded an as-

sociation for black veterans,
said this week's recognition
comes after years of false
Promises from Army offi-
cials.

“I have been disappointed
by the Army in the past,” he
said.

“I am glad the Army has fi-
nally agreed to let the world
know we exist.”

Wade said he wants to
make sure textbooks reflect
the contributions of' the black
soldiers.

“Ifeel good that future gen-
erations will know about us,
but we have to make sure the
other 2,216 soldiers are pro-
cessed and receive'their
medals, 100,” Wade said.
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