Fumo ejects
prague law firm

‘Sen. Vince Fumo (right) to replace Richard Sprague’s (left) firm.
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State Sen. Vince Fumo has de-

- cided he doesn’t want his long-

time trusted lawyers from the
firm of Sprague & Sprague to con-
tinue representing him in his fed-

- eral corruption case.

Sprague filed court papers yes-
terday asking a federal judge to al-

- low the firm to withdraw from the

case.
The surprise move came less
than a month after U.S. District

Judge William H. Yohn Jr. rulgd

that Sprague could continue to
represent Fumo only if the sena-
tor agreed to waive any potential
conflicts of interest the Sprague
firm might have.

A spokesman for Fumo said yes-
terday that the senator had decid-
ed he would not waive the con-
flicts of interest.

The conflicts-of-interest issue
was first raised by federal prose-
cutors, who wanted Sprague
kicked off the case. They cited
Sprague’s simultaneous repre-
sentation of Fumo and of three en-
tities the feds say Fumo defraud-
ed — the state Senate, the Inde-
pendence Seaport Museum and

- Last week, the

- Zauzmer said the

the Citizens Alhance for Better
Neighborhoods
dsﬁledadocu—

ment with the court listing 36
questions about the potential con-
flicts that they wanted Yohn to
ask Fumo in a hearing scheduled
for next week.
After Sprague filed to with-
draw yesterday, Yohn ordered Fu-
mo to federal court on Friday to
“confirm his decision not to waive
the conflicts of interest and to con-
firm the withdrawal” of Sprague.
Fumo spokesman Gary Tuma
said Fumo decid
counsel after

Tuma said that after consulting
with Zeitz, Fumo “made up his
mind late last week” to find new
lawyers. Tuma said he did not
know whether Fumo would ask
Yohnto delay the start of the trial.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Robert
feds would not
ggapose Sprague’srequest to with-

W.
“We anticipate that Senator Fu-
mo will retain| new counsel

promptly and we will be able to go
to trial in Feb " Zauzmer
said.

A delay in the trial date would

likely boost Fumo’s chances for
another four-year term in the
state Senate. The Democratic pri-
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and Fumo’s criminal trial

Inan

June,
e

: mountin
 cial hardship, forcing him to sell

bills

‘mary is scheduled for next April,
 for next April

hardly be the ideal pre-election

were a finan-

his Spring Garden mansion to

raise money for his defense. .
Fumo also complained that the
Sprague firm had been unwilling
tocap Fumo’s legal fees. 2
Prosecutors and  Sprague
fought for months about whether
Sprague should be permitted to

- defend Fumo.

orle-  Sprague contended its repfe-
Jos - sentation of other clients in-.

e volved in the case was min
 didn't involve matters specifical-

ly related

and thusdldn’twanmltquualﬂ

cation.

Fumo was charged mFebruary ‘,

.

or.

to the probe of Fumo

by a federal

d jury on 139

counts of conspiracy, fraud and
obstruction of justice. He has
pleaded not guil ‘toall charges.

~ Authorities

ege that Fumo

used his clout with the Senate,
Citizens Alliance and the seaport

lion for his per:
benefit.
~ Three former

nao, Leonard

: s and ser-

ichko and Mark




