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ingowners and their supporters
shouted down the resolution two
hours before the commissioners
tabled the idea.

The Ardmore merchants and
building owners whose proper-
ties are potentially targeted for
takeover and demolition claimed
the resolution would declare the
area “blighted.”

Fox disputed that assump-
tion.

“That’s not the language used
in the statute,” said Fox, an
attorney. “In terms of the act it
talks about revitalization. It
came across clearly at the meet-
ing that most of the neighbors
and businesses acknowledged
something needs to be done to

_revitalize Ardmore. We need the

tools in place to revitalize Ard-
more. Passing the resolution-is
the first step in acquiring those
tools.”

Betty Foo, owner of Hu Nan
restaurant, which is in the rede-
velopment block, said as much
at the meeting when she took the
microphone to say, “Please let
us work with you. You cannot
just send us a letter and shatter
our lives” - '

Before the meeting, more
than 100 marchers- carrying
“signs- gathered in front of Foo’s

business and other threatened

buildings: They marched to
Centennial Hall at the Haverford
School, chanting the entire way.
Most carried their signs into the
meeting. :

The planning commission
made the protestors wait for two
hours while it conducted other
business before finally taking up
the redevelopment plan..

Privately, some township
commissioners admitted to
being-angry about the way the
Ardmore Transit District project
has been handled publicly.

“We don’t know who sent out
the eminent domain notices in
the first place,” one commis-
sioner said. “Nobody is admit-
ting to authorizing it.”

“This was badly handled,”
another commissioner admitted.

Fox said he hoped the next
meeting would focus on the
merits of creating a redevelop-
ment area. He believes Glenn
Zeitz, the attorney representing
the potentially threatened Ard-

more businesses, will put his
tions to the seven criteria
ting for the planning

obj
mn

commission before the next
meeting regarding the project is
held

He noted there is no plan

for revitalization yet, on!
Hillier’s proposed ideas.

All the planning commis
ston is charged to consider, h
noted, 1s whether the criteri
for creating a redevelopmen
district have been met.
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